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Compare/Contrast: Discovering Patterns

How Does Compare/Contrast Support Content Literacy?

Compare/contrast writing is one of the five major patterns of
expository writing most often found in content texts. Other
common patterns of writing are chronology, listing,
cause/effect, and problem/solution (Horowitz 1985). In con-
tent reading, it is critical that students develop the ability to
hold multiple texts in their heads in order to analyze and syn-
thesize the volume of information presented in these texts.
One effective way for students to learn this strategy is
through guided practice in comparing and contrasting events,
historical figures, works of literature, speeches, political posi-
tions, scientific phenomena, and mathematical principles.

What Structures Support the Teaching

of Compare/Contrast?

Any graphic organizer that helps students gather data,
organize and categorize information, and create points of
comparison between two or more events/texts/personalities
could serve as an instructional tool for guiding students in
organizing their thinking and learning. Graphic organizers
help students learn concepts because they enable students to
order attributes of the concepts in a pattern that makes the
information memorable.

In the Classroom

The Text-to-Text graphic organizer in this Figure was used by
an eighth-grade health teacher to help her students organize
the information they had learned about salmonella from
reading two different texts: a newspaper article titled
“Reptiles, Children Don’t Mix” and a section of Oh, Yuck!
The Encyclopedia of Everything Nasty. In this sample, stu-
dents are comparing several aspects of their reading about
salmonella: ways to contract the disease, ways for prevention,
language associated with salmonella, what salmonella is,
where to get information, and quotes to remember to support
the information.

By using an organizer such as the one shown in the Figure,
students are able to integrate and synthesize a large amount
of information on a single topic. Applying this organizer to
academic writing, students have possible thesis statements,
topics for body paragraphs, content language, quotes, and
points of comparison or reference. As with all graphic organ-
izers, the ultimate goal is that students will internalize the
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